Prelims

1. Whose memoirs was published as "In the Line of Fire: A Memoir "?

Pervez Mushsharraf
2. FINNACLE is the core banking and internet banking solution of which IT major?

Infosys
*3.Which is the point from which all highway distances are measured in India? ‘X’ has a milestone at its entrance that reads "0 KM". Identify ‘X’.

Rajghat
4. What the Pheroze Jeejeebhoy towers building in Mumbai is more popularly known as?

BSE
*5.British army officers brought a revised version of 'X' back to Britain from India in the mid-19th century. In 1873 the duke of Beaufort introduced the game to royalty at his country estate, 'X' House, and the sport became known as 'X'. Four years later the Bath 'X' Club was founded. The version played by its members forms the basis for today’s game. Identify 'X'.

Badminton
6. In Greek mythology, what are the race of creatures that are part human and part horse?

Centaur
7. Obama: Joe Biden :: McCain : X. Identify X.

Sarah Palin
8."An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind" was the saying of which famous eminent personality?

Mahatma Gandhi
9. The Nimbus 2000 and the Fireball are the best possible brands of which specific sporting gear?

Broom sticks
*10. Name the player from the 1983 World Cup winning Indian Squad who never featured in the playing XI of any of the matches of the tournament.

Sunil Wilson

11.Which Indian automobile manufacturer is planning to build a low cost car in collaboration with Renault and Nissan?

Bajaj

12.Who was the Indian president during emergency from june 1975 to march 1977? 

F Ali Ahmad

13.Which company, in the late 1970s introduced the 'Walkman', a portable headset stereo system, and later the 'Watchman', a television small enough to be worn as a wristwatch?

Sony

14.“The bronze doors”, “The Arch of Bells” and the “via de porta angelica” are the 3 entries to a country. Which country?

Vatican

*15.Identify the phenomenon: 'A violent explosion that occurs when a large star uses up its supply of fuel, collapses under its own weight, and explodes.'

Supernova

16.Which is the world's first comic-strip superhero? It was created by Joe Shuster, Canadian-born American cartoonist, with writer Jerry Siegel, in 1938.

Superman

17. Who is the current secretary general of "International Atomic Energy Agency." 

Md Al Beradei

18. Name the Football player who has scored goals in all the editions of English Premier League since its inception in 1992(He also holds the record for playing maximum number of matches in EPL). 

Ryan Giggs

19. The author's preferred title for this book was "Four-and-a-Half Years Of Struggle Against Lies, Stupidity And Cowardice" but the publisher thought otherwise. In its first year in 1925, this book sold only 9000 copies. However in another 8 years time, the book sold an estimated 1.5 million copies. Name the book and its author.

Mein Kempf
20.Mahatma Gandhi called him the 'patroit of patroits'.Rabindranath Tagore called him 'Deshnayak'.He was the first to call Gandhi 'Father of the Nation'.Who was he?

Subhash Bose

21."The March of the Volunteers" is the National Anthem of which country?

China

22.The day of adoption of hindi as the national language is celebrated as the 'Hindi Divas'.On which date it really falls.

Sep 14

23.Who was the last player to win the Wimbledon before Roger Federer's five consecutive wins? 

Lleyton Hewitt

*24.Which famous business icon was recently conferred the third Forbes Life Time Achievement Award?

LN Mittal

25. What does 'VITA' as in 'VITAMINS' mean in Latin?

Life

26. Apart from Nashik,Prayag and Haridwar,where else is the Kumbh Mela held?

Ujjain

27. The name _______ came to the lead guitarist of this band in a dream where one of his teachers shook him and said "Tumhey mousiqui ka _____ hai!" (You have an obsession for music!).Identify this band which started off a revolution in the sub-continent

Junoon

28. Which country was the first to start the Air Mail Service in the year 1911.

India

29. If Peter Parker is to Spiderman and Clark Kent is to Superman, then Bruce Banner is to?

Hulk

30. Which monument was earlier named All India War Memorial?
India Gate

31. How is 555 written in Roman numeral?

DLV

32. Mariana Trench is the deepest location on the earth's surface.Name the deepest point there.

Challengers Deep

33. The newest of the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), named after X  has been set up in Shillong . Identify X.

Rajiv Gandhi

34. Which James Bond movie was shot extensively in India (The movie also featured Tennis legend Vijay Amritraj)?

Octopussy

*35.Which ambitious and first of its kind  project is being sponsored by Tatas, L&T, Godrej, Walchandnagar Foundry (Satara), Venkateshwara Engineering (Coimbatore) and Shoma Industries (Bangalore)?

Chandrayan

36. The 'BAT' is the registered trademark of which beverage company?

Baccardi

37. In Hollywood, how do we know the four brothers Harry, Albert, Sam and Jack?

Warner Bros

38. If the Metre, the Kilogram, the Second, the Ampere, the Kelvin, and the Candela are six of the seven basic units of measurement in the SI system, what is the seventh?

Mole

39. Which Australian Test Captain declared with himself 334* because he didn't think he deserved to pass Don Bradman's test high score?

Mark Taylor

*40.She was born in Copenhagen in Denmark, which is where her father was stationed at the time. They later returned to their hometown of Mangalore. She would go on to make her movie debut in the film “Aishwarya” opposite Kannada superstar Upendra. Who?

Deepika Padukone

Main Round

Round 1 – Ice Breaker

1. The first recognizable model was called Landmaster with a curvaceous boot and a slightly sloping hood. Its history started when the Birlas wanted a new model to replace their old models and scouted for the then new Morris Oxford III. In the recent past it has been the star attraction at an exhibition at the Sackler Gallery of the prestigious Smithsonian Museum. Identify the brand.[Ambassador]
2. The Web site started out as "X and Y's Guide to the World Wide Web" but eventually received a new moniker with the help of a dictionary. The name ____ is an acronym but X and Y insist they selected the name because they liked the general definition of a ____: "rude, unsophisticated, and uncouth." _____ itself first resided on X's student workstation, "Akebono," while the software was lodged on Y's computer, "Konishiki" - both named after legendary sumo wrestlers. Identify X and Y and the website. [Jerry Yang and David Filo,Yahoo]
3. Which world famous food item was originally used to refer to a range of dough-based dishes, said to have originated for the Latin “Pincere”, meaning to mash up? Also refers to an expression in Italian, to mean, what a mess! [Pizza]
4. The Economist, uses the price of a big hamburger sold by McDonald's as a price index for an informal measure of exchange rates. This index has also given rise to the term ‘burgernomics’. What’s the name of the price index? [Big Mac Index]
5. This brand was started by Gourmohan Dutta in Kolkata. Sold in green colored tubes it is affectionately called as the ‘haathi wala cream’. Identify the brand.[Borolin]
6. In the eighteenth century, wealthy visitors thoroughly enjoyed the mineral springs and baths in a village in the Ardennes in south-east Belgium, near the German border. What was the village called? [Spa]
7. It began with two lists started as independent projects in 1989. One began simply with a posting called “Those eyes”, a discussion about the actresses with the most beautiful eyes, and was simply called ‘The list’. The other, was called the ‘___ Ratings list’ briefly. In 1990, the two lists were collated. What was born? [IMDB]
8. He was initially named as Inquilab, inspired from the phrase Inquilab Zindabad, before he came to be known by his current name. He had applied for a job with All India Radio for the post of a news announcer, for which he was rejected because of his voice. He won the best Newcomer National Film Award for his first movie in 1969. [Amitabh Bachchan]
9. He burnt his fingers twice, once, when he started his first factory - Metal Industries Pvt. Ltd - manufacturing aluminum wires, pipes and AC conductors; and again, when he switched over to manufacturing time recording devices for banking industries; both having fallen prey to labor militancy. He yet again spotted a business opportunity when on a sultry evening he started to fan himself with a 8-inch floppy disc. Identify him. [Deepak Poorie, Moser Bear]
10. Whiskey, Tango, Foxtrot. What does it mean? [What the Fuck]
11. Judson created X while trying to create a replacement for shoelaces. The Clergy banned X during late 1920’s and early 1930’s - sighting the fact that X increases the tendency for illicit sexual activity. What is X? [Zipper]
12. South African radio channel Lotus FM's new logo is based on the calligraphy of someone's 1924 letter. Who's this person? [Mahatma Gandhi]

Round 2 – Take your Pick
Literature and Literature
1.  Madiraalay jaane ko ghar se, 

       Chalta hai peene waala,

       Kis path se jaaoon,

       Asmanjas mein hai wo bhola bhala.

       Alag alag path batlaate sab,

       Par main yeh batlaata hoon,

       Raah pakad kar tu ek chala chal,

       Paa jaayega __________. 


[Madhushala  -  First verse of ‘Madhushala’ by Harivanshrai Bacchan]
2. “I wanted the simplest, dullest, plainest-sounding name I could find, _______ was much better than something more interesting like 'Peregrine Maltravers.' Exotic things would happen to and around him but he would be a neutral figure — an anonymous blunt instrument wielded by a Government Department.” Fill in the blank.

[Ian Fleming talking about his choice of name for the character James Bond]

3. Aldous Huxley’s novel – Brave New World – is set in 632 A.F. What does A.F stand for?

[ After Ford]

4. In ancient Italy in the art of glass blowing, when a failure occurred in the fashioning of a fine and more delicate vessel, the reject became a wine bottle. The wine bottle was called something, and this term was adapted into English. What? [Fiasco]

5. The ability to confuse audiences en masse may have first happened the day before Halloween, on Oct. 30, 1938, when millions of Americans tuned in to a popular radio program. The performance that evening was an adaptation of a science fiction novel. But in adapting the book for a radio play, an important change was made: the play was written and performed so it would sound like a news broadcast, a technique that, presumably, was intended to heighten the dramatic effect. Identify the novel. [War of the Worlds by H.G Welles]

6. Which blockbuster novel ends with the words “ All was Well … “

Movies

1. The rights to X were held by United Artists for ten years, but the company was unable to put together a film production. Earliest attempt for a live action movie were made y the Beatles. Stanley Kubrick rejected the idea claiming it as “un-filmable” . The movie smashed the so called Oscar sweeping records previously set by “Gigi” and “ The last Emperor” . Identify X/
2. No studio was interested in financing the film. Richard Attenborough and his wife Sheila Sim had to sell their share of the rights in Britain's longest-running play "The Mousetrap" to fund the production of this movie.
3. Loosely based on the life of Bombay smuggler Haji Mastan the US title of the movie is called “I’ll Die for Mama”. Identify this Bollywood blockbuster?
4. The movie was inspired by an actual series of games in Kiev, during the German occupation of the city. The story is often told of how the Dynamo team, playing as "Start, City of Kyiv All-Stars", was executed by a firing squad in the summer of 1942 for defeating an All-Star team from the German armed forces by 5 goals to 1. The movie stars Pele, Sylvester Stallone and Michael Caine. Identify the movie.
5. On March 30th, 1981 when John Hinckley attempted to assassinate the President of the United States, Ronald Reagan. Hinkley was obsessed with Jodie Foster and the movie X, in which the character Travis Bickle, tried to shoot presidential candidate. Identify X?
Personalities

1. This famous personality comments on a common bird thus: "All my life I have painted crows. Singly, in pairs, threesomes, whole murders of them. Even as a child I had been fascinated by them. They are smart, lively and have a strong survival instinct. The common crow is really an uncommon bird." Who? [R K Laxman]
2. As soon as he was born, he was sold to the doctor .The doctor sent him to a theatre which specialized in Dance-Drama. Till he was 18 he lived on one square meal a day.He met a kind man called Raymond, who gave him work. He failed to impress. He decided to go west. He landed in Hollywood and somehow managed a role in CannonBall Run but it did not boost his morale. He went back and tried again. This time he was a runaway success. Today he is extremely rich. He has a great sense of humour and holds degrees in Philosophy and Physiology from a reputed university. Who? [Jackie Chan]
3. He was a German industrialist credited with saving as many as 1,200 Jews during the Holocaust, by having them work in his enamelware and ammunitions factories located in Poland and what is now the Czech Republic. He was the only former member of the Nazi party to be recognized by Israel as the ‘Righteous among the Nations’ or ‘Righteous Gentiles’. Identify him. [Oskar Schindler]
4. She was born to Parsi parents in Karachi, Pakistan. She was two when she contracted polio – affecting her through out her life, and nine at the time of partition of India. These facts shaped the character of ‘Lenny’ as well as the background of her novel – Cracking India (the Ice Candy man). Deepa Mehta based her film ‘Earth’ on this novel and as a return of favor the author penned a novel based on Mehta’s Water. Identify the author. (Bapsi Sidhwa)

5. This story yet again highlights the genius of our womenfolk! Our hero was still climbing up the corporate ladder and as a salesman, had to visit a household, peddling his company's products for cold; the product in question being the still not-so-famous ‘vicks’. The lady of the household did one better and showed him her own technique of using the product for better results. The lady showed him the age old Ayurvedic technique of enhancing the power of medicine by using the steam and vapour. As usual, without giving any credit to the lady, our hero capitalized on this innovation and promoted this usage quite well. Sales caught on and he finally became the CEO. After retirement, when nobody would sue him for IPR, he has become a writer and recounted this incident in one of his books. All said and done, he is a genius in his own right and has been quite a vocal brand ambassador for India. Enough hints, who’s the Indian genius? [Gursharan Das, former CEO P&G]
6. Now a citizen of the United States of America and a former goodwill envoy to UNHCR, the United Nations Refugee Agency he was born in Kabul, Afganisthan. He holds a degree in medicine. Identify this novelist.
Business and Technology
1. It started as a super secret project code named 'Green' as a way to control consumer appliances such as toasters and light switches over a network. It took 6 years to develop into the product that was released in 1995 and has spawned almost an entire industry. Name it. [Java]

2. Fortune named X "America's Most Innovative Company" for six consecutive years. At the end of 2001 it was revealed that its reported financial condition was sustained substantially by institutionalized, systematic, and creatively planned accounting fraud. X filed for bankruptcy protection in the Southern District of New York in late 2001.
3. By 1861, this product, produced in USA, enjoyed higher sales abroad than in the USA. In Africa, salesmen had to customize the machine because the tribesmen wanted it to be noisier, because they believed ‘good iron made more noise’. Mahatma Gandhi described it as ‘One of the few useful things ever invented’. What? [Singer Sewing Machine]
4. Amitabh's got a new wallet reported Times of India (June 8, 2006) “The world's best-known icon and superstar is on the verge of junking his designer wallet... and his bejewelled moneyclip too.” Why? [Wallet365.com – e-wallet launched by TimesOMoney.com]
5. Company founder Marc Ewing was given the Cornell lacrosse team cap (with red and white stripes) while at college by his doting grandfather. The analytical brain that he had people would often turn to Marc to solve their problems. Lost in trouble shooting others problems he somehow managed to loose his prized cap and had to search for it desperately. The manual of the beta version of the software that his company released had an appeal to readers to return his hat if found by anyone! Name the software/company. [Co. – Red Hat; S/W – Red Hat Linux]
6. In the year 1935, trains traversing across Punjab would make an unofficial stop near a processing unit where farmers sold their freshly picked fruit. In return the drivers got a delicious hamper. The locals gave the spot a name that later on became a food brand in 1947, when the famous Mitchell brothers of UK set up a manufacturing plant in Bangalore. Name the brand. [Kissan]
Round 3 – Picture This
1. Mud Mosques in Africa – Timbacktu.
2. French Riviera 
3. KGB Headquaters
4. La Sagrada Familia – Antoni Gaudi
5. Nokia Headquaters - The river itself, Nokianvirta, was named after the old Finnish word originally meaning a dark, furry animal that was locally known as the nokia, or sable, or later pine marten.
6. Deutsche bank  
7. Bahai Temple ,New Delhi
8. ratatouille
9. cern

10. Gandhi Charlie chaplin

11. UCB

12. Busby Babes

Round 4 - Connect

1. Larry Ellison, Robin Williams, San Carlos Aorport
2. Ian Fleming, Marilyn Monroe, Spice Digital Network
3. Keith Vaz, Gary Linekar, Mahatma Gandhi
4. J.P.Morgan, Jean-Louis Michel (Ifremer) and Dr. Robert Ballard (WHOI)
5. Agatha Christie , Vishal Bharadwaj , Charles Marlowe and Richard Attenborough
6. nadal, the capri island,mary tyler moore
Round 5 – Theme:

